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CONTINENTS  EUROPEAN  APPLE  MARIHT  OUTLOOK  III  HID- DECEMBER 

G-erT^ny 

Business  on  the  German  apple  market  during  the  first  half  of  December 
has  not  shown  the  animation  expected  by  the  fruit  trade,  according  to  a  re- 
port to  the  Bureau  of  [Agricultural  Economics  from  Acting  Agricultural  Conmis- 
sioner  L.  V.  Steere.  The  volume  of  consumption  has  increased  as  compared  with 
a  month  ago,  but  sales  are  considered  unsatisfactory  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Christmas  is  now  so  near.     Some  improvement  is  probable  in  the  near  future, 
but  it   is  nor  evident  that  the  demand  for  .American  aoples  will  not  really 
open  up  until  after  the  first  of  the  new  year.     The  situation  has  been  re- 
flected in  relatively  alow  sales  for  this  time  of  the  year  in  the  port  market 
auctions . 


The  failure  of  brisk  business  to  develop  seems  due  principally  to  the 
continued  large  supplies  of  Continental  fruit  still  on  the  market  and  also  to 
the  setting  in  of  the  Spanish  orange  season,  oranges  now  coming  on  the  market 
In  large  quantities  and  at  very  low  prices.     There  is  '"'ithout  question  a  much 
larger  total  volume  of  fruit  on  the  market  this  ye^r  than  a  year  ago  at  this 
lime.     Another  factor  tending  to  decrease  the  demand  for  American  aoples  has 
been  the  very  unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  arrivals,  Jonathans  being  es- 
snecially  bad  in  this  resnect. 


Renorts  indicate  the  continued  arrival  of  rather  important  shipments 
of  apples  both  from  domestic  growing  regions  and  from  France  and  some  other 
neighboring  countries.     Practically  all  cf  this  fruit  is  no"  going  directly 
into  consumption,  although  storage  stocks  appear  to  be  slightly  larger  than 
a  month  ago.     There  is  a  considerably  larger  quantity  of  fruit  than  last  year 
in  storage  in  barges  on  the  Spree  River  in  Berlin  and  the^-e  supplies  will  not 
be  cleaned  up  before  March  or  April.     The  bulk  of  this  fruit,  however,  is  o^ 
poor  or  medium  quality  and  will  not  interfere  greatly  with  the  sale  of  good 
quality  American  apples.     Storage  supplies  of  high  quality  Tyrolian  fruit  arc 
knoTi  to  be  very  small. 

Czechoslovakia 

Reports  from  Czechoslovakia  indicate  th">t  apple  producers  have  dis- 
posed of  practically  everything  on  hand.     There  are  probably  some  stocks  in 
the  hands  of  the  trade,  but  exports  are  not  iikeljr  to  be  important  after 
Christmas,  although  supplies  for  domestic  consumption  in  Czechoslovakia  "'ill 
be  adequate  to  cover  all  requirement s. 


Denmark 

Reports  from  Denmark  through  the  first  10  days  of  December  indicate  an 
improvement  in  the  market  situation  at  the  end  of  November  and  so  far  this 
month.     The  decline  of  arrivals  of  European  fruit  has  definitely  set  in  and 
the  temporary  weakness  of  the  market  for  Continental  fruit  in  th^  latter  nart 
of  November  has  now  been  overcome.     The  Copenhagen  market  continues  to  show  a 
relatively  good  demand  for  both  boxed  and  barreled  arrivals  from  the  United 
States,  especially  when  in  satisfactory  condition.     The  immediate  outlook  for 
both  boxed  and  barreled  apples  in  the  Copenhagen  market  is  considered  ouito 
sat  isf ^ct  ory . 


